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The second half of Antaheen hardly sustains the pace of the first, with some of the characters taking
the centre stage, and the focus being on the relationships. Suresh Bhattacharya, the director, is not
able to achieve the sophistication of his last film Bodon Ki Dulhania, and the plot moves at a slow

pace. However, the actors are professional and try their best to make this work. With the second half
of Antaheen, the narrative veers towards the commercial, which leads to an inevitable conclusion
and disappoints us. I did not have a good time while watching this film. The lack of a decent script
and that of a director who has the rare ability to guide characters both on screen and in real life

makes Antaheen this hard to get. Hopefully there will be room for some more of its kind. Thats not
all, though, for while a remake of the film in the neighbouring state of Assam is a certainty, the most
interesting possibility is an Indian version. With a Dalit protagonist, a Dalit set up, and a consequent
centre for Dalits rather than a bourgeois parvenu Thakur, one can imagine a different kind of social
realism from what we get today. Better yet, it has the added advantage of being less expensive to

produce. For Antaheen, Rahul Bose got close to the original score of Raja Rammohan Roy by scoring
such a fine work of cinematic music that was difficult to match and which will forever remain unique.
It is hard to live up to such standards. By comparison, Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury produced a work of

film music that is far from original, but may not stand a chance of any kind of eminence.
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Antaheen, directed by Rohit Jugraj, is based on the life of film actor and his relationship with actress
Brindas, a former protangonist of Bollywood. Roy Chowdhury has been an advocate of good cinema,
but do you know whom he wants to come out of fiction? His favourite director, might be that be you?
Roy Chowdhury is an article for you. Go on. Click on it. Pleasure aside, I have always felt that women

do not let down their men - they give them what they deserve and that is what is hard for men to
get. So women are acting in the film, but who are they doing so for? Men? If so, why are they going
to theatres? Are they the ones buying the tickets? When I saw Antaheen, I realised that the male
protagonist is a feminist. The whole movie reminds me of the Ramban's philosophy. Unlike the

Ramban's school of thought, Roy Chowdhury here is taking the side of women and casting the trend-
setting light on the fact that our heroes keep leaving the women. And who does that?...our very own

men. They get fluttery and drift away. Well, I've never heard that women stay put too. Take Roy
Chowdhury out of the equation, and yet the movie would be a timeless one. The intelligent,

meticulous Aparajito gives life to this film. His cinematography is an aria without words, his songs
are never cliches, and his lighting is mesmeric. His editing makes Pishi a phantom, and it is his music

that transports the reader back to that foggy afternoon in 2010 when I found two lines from the
film's closing song used to promote road safety. Paro becomes the hero's guardian angel during the

movie's wedding, and the camera makes sure to point out her beauty every time she graces the
screen. Even after the credits end, the ending scene takes the audience back to 2008, where we see

Abhik sitting with a guitar, breathing in the intoxicating fumes of beer that he looks at once as an
escape to reality and as a marker of maturity. The first line of the song he sings tells us that he is

there for himself. He calls himself an indifferent lover and asks someone to show him the difference
between being in love and lust. He keeps himself apart, but he is there for himself. He is a human

being. He is comfortable with himself. He is the Antaheen protagonist. 5ec8ef588b
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